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The one day workshop has been part of a workshop series that is organized in parallel to the IEEE OCEANS conference.  It actually started in 2007 and was the fourth in a row of events that brought ocean scientists, data managers and technologists together to discuss the implementation of GEOSS principles into ocean sciences. 
In some cases people have the misconception that GEOSS only deals with data standardization and interoperability issues. It is the goal of the workshop series to do away with this type of misconception and allow for a broader view. Ocean sciences are suffering from the fact that the measurements as such often do not provide handy information for the end users but ocean data have to be processed with intricate algorithms to extract needed information.   Therefore the theme of the workshop followed the need to understand the capabilities of the major ocean observing systems to be used within the GEOSS era, and specifically new and existing cabled observing systems and their ability to address the data and information needs for science. 
After bringing the audience up to date on the GEOSS, the discussion focused on answering a series of questions associated with Ocean data collection, evaluation and decision support systems, including: 1) What are the critical issues in ocean observing systems moving beyond the current state of the art, based on the findings of the Oceanobs09 meeting? 2) How should Ocean Observing Systems interface to provide global scale information? And, 3) How can an Oceans Observing Community of Practice (OO CP) be organized?

The activity also served to connect the engineering community more closely with the Earth science modeling and Earth data user communities, thus enhancing an important three-way partnership necessary to see the maximum benefits from Earth observations.  In the NSF sponsored GEOSS workshop in 2009 on Ocean Observing systems, the participants agreed to create an international Ocean Community of Practice to stimulate international information exchange and collaboration. The 2010 GEOSS workshop was the focal point for nucleating of the Community of Practice.
